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small boats on the river Ganges. I have seen that the city appears very beauti-
ful at such times. Ghats such as Ahalyabai Ghat, the ghat constructed by
Sridhara Munshi and a few other ghats constructed byGdsains are very charming.
The sacred ghats in the region of Asi and Varana are: Varana ghat. Raj ghat,
Trilochana ghat, Durga ghat, Panchaganga ghat, Manikarnika ghat, Dasa
Aswamedha ghat, Khedar ghat, Hanumanth ghat and Asi ghat. All kinds
of grains are sold in big shops on wholesale basis at Trilochana ghat as at the
custom house port at Madras. There is an important Custom Chavadi at
Raj ghat.

People who stay at Kasi should visit the following shrines and worship
the deities therein according to the sloka given below. " Viswesam Madhavam
Dimdim Danda-PSnincha Bhijavam Vande Kaslm Guham Gangam Bhavani
Manikarnikam. " Among these the temple for Lord Visweswara, the temple
for mother Annapurna called Bhavani and the temple for Dundi Vinayaka
are near Kedarghat on the way to Manikarnika ghat. Behind them are to be
found the temples for Kalabhairava and Dandapani near Durga Ghat. The
temple for Bindumadhava is on the banks of the Panchaganga river; a wonder-
ful big mosque with two 'stupis' has been constructed here. Steps have
been constructed in the mosque to enable one to go upto the stupis. Both the
stupis may be nearly about 200 feet high. The emperor Akbar is said to have
constructed this mosque3 when he got several temples destroyed to make Kasi
a Muslim town. This mosque has been constructed so well that even the
English have taken up its repair work now to maintain it well. The temple
for Lord Vishwes\vara and other shrines are new constructions.         The

Ganga Theertham referred to in the sloka cited is in the form of a small pond
in the western portion of this city. The Devi cKasi? has manifested herself
at Durga ghat at the temple for Trilochaneswara. Guha is a tunnel to be
found on. the southern portion of Kasi city. There are hundreds of shrines
for Siva and Siva Lingams in the city. According to the Kasikhandam,
Vishnu among the Thrimurthis, Indra and the celestials, Dhurva and other
Thejaswarupas, the Sun, the planets, Agstya and other sages have one and all
installed Siva Lingas in the Anandavana here and performed tapas. Therefore
each Linga bears names such as Agastheswara, Rameswara etc. and are
worshipped specially on certain special days. People go in large numbers to
worship the Lord in these shrines on these special days. The temples here
are not very spacious while they have ordinary towers of the shape of a Banana
flower; they are also full of cattle, and bulls while Archakas are not to be
found, in large numbers.4 Devotees can worship the Murthies in the temple
without restriction of race or creed with leaves, flowers, fruits etc., all by

3. This is obviously a  mistake.   The mosque referred to is said to have been erected   by
emperor Aurangazeb  and not by  Akbar.     The ancient  temple of Lord   Vishweswara
is  said to have been destroyed in April,   1669.    It is  said that the mosque described  by
Veeraswamy was constructed with the material of the old temple, if not on the same spot.
4. The 'cattle wandering' has not changed to this day; the editor who visited Benares
in 1957 found that cattle move freely and unmolested near the great shrines of the city.